Circular No. (13) of year 2026 regarding
Compliance with Safe Navigation Rules and
Maritime Safety Instructions in the Waters of the

Emirate of Dubai
Issue Date: 05/03/2026
To: Owners, Operators, Captains, Crew Members of Marine
Vessels/ Practitioners of Water Sports Activities

Dear Customers,

As part of our ongoing efforts to enhance maritime navigation
safety and improve the efficiency of regulating maritime
operations and activities in the waters of the Emirate of Dubai,
and in accordance with the applicable legislation of the Dubai
Maritime Authority hereinafter referred to as (DMA), DMA
issues this Circular to regulate maritime activities within its
jurisdiction.

Accordingly, DMA calls on all concerned parties operating
within PCFC’s jurisdiction to full compliance with the
provisions of the Annex attached to this Circular, to ensure
adherence to the legislation in force in the Emirate of Dubai
and to avoid the imposition of any fines for practices

committed in contravention of the legislation in force at PCFC.

This circular is effective as of the date of its issuance.

We appreciate your constant cooperation with us and your
efforts to serve the public interest and optimize the use of

resources and infrastructure in the Dubai Emirate.

For any related queries and support, you may contact:

Email: info@pcfc.ae
Contact Centre: 800990

Dubai Maritime Authority

Ports, Customs and Free Zone Corporation
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Annex No (1)

This Circular aims to protect the owners, operators, masters
and crew members of marine craft, as well as practitioners of
water sports activities within the waters of the Emirate of
Dubai, by regulating the safety requirements and the technical
and operational controls that must be complied with, and by
defining the responsibilities of the relevant parties in this
regard, in a manner that contributes to reducing marine
incidents and risks, preserving lives, property and the marine
environment, and enhancing the level of compliance with the

regulations and legislation in force in the Emirate.

This Annex sets out the general obligations and requirements

for individuals and users of marine craft.

First: General Requirements for and Marine Vessel Users and

Operators:

1- Licensing and Operation:

- It is prohibited to use any marine vessel that is
unlicensed, expired, or not authorized to operate
within the Emirate’s waters.

- No person may operate a marine vessel without
holding a valid marine driving license or with an
expired license.

- Vessel identification plates must be installed and
clearly displayed in accordance with DMA approved

standards and must match the valid vessel license.
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GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI

- Ensure the vessel's seaworthiness before sailing and
verify its compliance with all safety requirements,

including availability of required safety equipment.

- Navigation lights must be operated at night or during
reduced daytime visibility.
- Life jackets must be always worn when practicing

water sports activities.

- Full compliance with the specifications, terms, and
restrictions set out in the marine craft licence and the
licence of its master, those relating to load capacity,
operating limits, designated areas, and sailing hours.

- All concerned parties shall carefully plan their voyages
and routes to ensure safety, taking into consideration
the following:

A. Prevailing weather conditions and forecasts.

B. Ensuring the vessel does not encounter adverse conditions
beyond its designed safe operating limits and structural

integrity parameters.

2-Safe Navigation and Marine Conduct:

- Comply with the speed limits set by DMA and avoid
creating wakes inside waterways, canals, confined

areas, or near marinas, ports, and marine facilities.

- Avoid reckless operation or navigating under the
influence of alcohol, narcotics, or in a state of fatigue
that may impair vessel control.

- Adhere to the Minimum Safe Manning Certificate and
do not exceed the passenger capacity authorized for

each vessel.
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GOVERNMENT OF DUBAI

Do not impede the safe passage of any marine vessel
and maintain a safe distance from other marine vessels
while sailing.

Do not play loud music or cause any form of noise on
any marine vessel within residential areas or in its

vicinity.

Do not enter restricted or private zones unless an
official permit is obtained from the competent
authority.

Follow all navigational signs, marks, and instructions
regulating marine navigation and always maintain safe

speed and distance.

Do not damage, relocate, alter, or interfere with

navigational marks or aids.

Ensure all marine activities remain well clear of
beaches, designated swimming zones, and swimmer

safety lines, and don’t enter beach separation buoys.

3-Marine Environment:

It is strictly prohibited to dispose of oils, toxic or
harmful liquids, sewage, or waste in the Emirate’s

waters, or to pollute the air with harmful emissions.

Do not dump or place any materials that may obstruct
marine navigation or endanger users, and any such

obstructions must be removed immediately.

4-Marine Leisure Activities at Beaches in Dubai:

All Operators shall seek approval from DMA for the

Marine Leisure activities at Beach for each Location.
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No Power-driven Activities shall be conducted within

Beach Separation buoys.

Each Operator shall have approved designated access

area with appropriate width to the beach.

All the Operators shall Mark the access area uniformly

by Floating lines.

Anchoring is strictly prohibited outside the access area

and within the Beach Separation Buoys.

Maximum Speed Limit is 5 knots with no wakes within

the Beach Separation Buoys.

Pick-up/Dropoff is strictly prohibited outside of the
designated area approved by DMA.

5-Wearing Life jackets:

Wearing life jackets is mandatory in the following cases:

By children who are (10) years and below if they are
outside the passengers’ cabins in recreational or

tourist yachts sailing outside the inland waters.

By all passengers in open small boats sailing outside

the inland waters.

By all passengers in case of any emergency that is
without limitation (Bad weather, collision, fire, water
entering the vessel) during sailing or within the
marina.

By all jet-ski users and who always participates in

water sports of all kinds.
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6-Documents and Records:

Keep all valid vessel and crew documents onboard and

present them to inspectors upon request.

Ensure all required data is recorded in the vessel’s

logbook issued by the Authority.

An appropriate Emergency Response Plan (ERP) must

be always available, covering all foreseeable

emergency scenarios, including towing arrangements

and documented crew drills.

Second: Requirements for Companies and Commercial

Operators

1-Permits and Regulatory Procedures:

Obtain a valid marine activity permit from DMA for the

approved operating location.

Comply with all undertakings submitted to DMA

regarding the marine activity or vessel.

It is prohibited to sell or serve alcoholic beverages
onboard without obtaining the required permit from

the competent authority.

2-Rental and Water Sports Activities:

Inspect and maintain jet skis prior to rental and repair

any damages to ensure user safety.

Comply with designated areas and timings set by the
Authority for water sports activities and return before
sunset.

Comply with the Authority’s Audit Checklist for
regulating the rental of jet skis and watercraft used in

water sports.
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It is prohibited to operate water sports equipment or
jet skis beyond two (2) nautical miles from the
shoreline or to exceed the number of units authorized

for each location as per the Authority’s approval.

3-Technical and Administrative Requirements:

Install and operate the Tracking and Remote-Control
System on all jet skis and watersports crafts, always

ensuring its functionality.

Prepare a comprehensive Emergency Response Plan

(ERP) and conduct regular crew training.

Ensure that all jet ski and watersports craft rental
companies provide a certified instructor/trainer, with
at least one instructor assigned for every five jet skis,
to accompany them throughout the entire rental
period.

Ensure a certified lifeguard is available onboard

vessels engaged in swimming activities.

Obtain the Authority’s Waste Management Record

and update it regularly.

4-Prohibited Practices:

Marine vessels may not be used for purposes other
than those intended or to conduct licensed activities

outside the designated Authority-approved areas.

Sea-based sales, solicitation, or promotion using jet
skis or similar vessels—including approaching yachts
or vessels at sea to offer rental services—are strictly

prohibited and considered unsafe and unauthorized.
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marine

— Participation in

processions, races, or
gatherings is prohibited without obtaining prior
approval from the Authority, and such approval must
be limited in duration and must not obstruct marine
navigation.

- Using vessels for advertising purposes—such as

installing loudspeakers, banners, or scale models—is

prohibited without an official permit.

- Commercial vessels are prohibited from anchoring or
switching off the AIS within the Emirate’s waters

without prior approval from the Authority.

Third: Navigation Instructions in Certain Marine Areas
1-Palm Jumeirah and Dubai Harbour:
- Jet Skis and watersports crafts are strictly prohibited
inside Palm Jumeirah and Dubai Harbour areas

without prior approval from the area owner/manager.

2-Areas in front of Dubai Ladies Club:
- The areas in front of Dubai Ladies Club are strictly
prohibited for all kind of Motorized Vessels, Boats,
Yachts and Jet Skis.

3-Dubai Water Canal:
-  The following vessels are strictly prohibited to enter
in Dubai Water Canal:

A. Jet Skis and watersports crafts
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