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Introduction

The Authority has released this Manual for the Crew

Licensing pursuant to Resolution No. (5) of 2024 Concerning

Conditions and Procedures for Licensing Marine Crew in the

Emirate of Dubai

Definitions

The following words and expressions, wherever mentioned

in this Manual, will have the meaning indicated opposite each

of them unless the context implies otherwise:

2.1 Emirate

2.2 DMA

2.3 Executive
Director

2.4 Waters of the
Emirate

2.5 The
Resolution

2.6 Vessel

Classification: Public
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The Emirate of Dubai.
The Dubai Maritime Authority.

The Executive Director of the
DMA.

The waters of the Emirate lying
between the Dubai-Sharjah
border and the Dubai-Abu Dhabi
border and extending to the
exclusive economic zone,
including the internal waters of
the Emirate and all ports,
marinas, canals, and waterways.
(5) of 2024

Conditions

Resolution No.
Concerning and
Procedures for Licensing Marine
Crew in the Emirate of Dubai

A vessel of any type or structure
operated on the Waters of the
Emirate to transport persons or
Goods for personal, commercial,

sports, or tourism purposes.
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2.7 Vessel's

Master

2.8 Vessel’s Crew

Member

2.9 License

2.10 Training

Courses

2.11 Maritime
Safety

Classification: Public
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A natural person licensed by the

Authority to command marine

vessels, such as captains,
masters, skippers of wooden
fishing or cargo vessels, or

skippers of leisure or charter

vessels.

A natural person continuously
employed on a marine vessel in
any capacity, such as a marine
pilot,

seaman, marine engine

operator, or marine electrician.

A document issued by the
Authority under the stipulations
outlined in the Executive Council
Decision and the resolution,
authorizing an individual to drive

or work on a marine vessel.

Core training programs required

to obtain a license, including
courses in  maritime safety,
navigation, maritime

communication, and others as
determined by the Authority in
the manual.
A set of rules, measures,
procedures, and tools aimed at
protecting lives, property, and the
marine environment from risks
and accidents during marine

vessel usage or activities.
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2.12 Navigation

2.13 Qualifications
and

Experiences

2.14 Theoretical
Exam and

Evaluation

2.15 Practical
Exam and

Evaluation

Classification: Public
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Techniques and activities
engaged to direct marine vessels
safely and efficiently,
encompassing, but not limited to,
map use, vessel control,
communication, positioning, and

route planning.

Certificates or licenses issued by
accredited centers as specified in
the manual, such as international
certifications under the STCW
(Standards of
Certification, and Watchkeeping),

Training,

sea service records, experience

declarations, and durations

verified in a maritime passport.

Oral or written tests conducted by
the Authority to assess the
applicant's  understanding  of
navigation, maritime safety, and
other relevant matters specified

in the manual.

Applied tests conducted by the
Authority to evaluate the
applicant’s competence in
handling specific marine vessel
according to their type and
category as defined in the

manual.
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Licenses issued by the Authority include:

3.1 Marine Vessel's Skipper License.

2.16 The Manual : The Authority-approved
document published on the
electronic  system  outlining

criteria and conditions for the

evaluation and equivalence of

marine certifications and
licenses, required medical
exams, training courses, and

other stipulations for obtaining a

license.

2.17 Electronic The Authority’s digital platform

System: used to issue licenses.
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3.2 Marine Vessel's Crew Licenses.

3.1 Marine Vessel’s Skipper License.

Marine vessels requiring the Master to obtain a

license include:

e Pleasure Marine Vessels.

e Commercial Marine Vessels.

¢ Wooden Marine Vessels (Dhows).

e Abras (Public Transportation Marine Vessels).

e Fishing Marine Vessels.
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3.2 Marine Vessel’s Crew Licenses.

Every individual performing operational, service, security, or
any other tasks on board a marine vessel, on a continuous
basis and in any capacity, must obtain a Crew License to
work on the marine vessel. This requirement applies
regardless of whether their scope of work is included in the

vessel's safe manning document or not.

Applicants must meet the following to be eligible to obtain a
license from the Authority:
The applicant must meet the following minimum age

criteria at the time of license issuance:

e (16) sixteen years old for licenses to operate or work on
Pleasure Marine Vessels.

e (18) eighteen years old for licenses to operate or work on
commercial marine vessels, as a Master, assistant marine
officer, seaman, Master of wooden Marine vessels, Abra
Operator, or assistant marine engine operator (3000 kW
or 1500 kW), subject to the vessel's type and category as
specified in the manual.

e (20) twenty years old for licenses as a marine pilot, marine
electrician, or marine engine operator (3000 kW, 1500
kW, or 750 kW), subject to the vessel's type and category
as specified in the manual.

e Completion of approved training courses for the specific
type and category of the vessel and the requested license,
as detailed in the manual.

e Possession of the required qualifications and experiences
for operating or working on the vessel, according to its
type, category, and the requested license, as specified in
the manual.

o Familiarity with local maritime navigation rules, according

to the type of license requested, as outlined in the manual.
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1.2. For citizens: a copy of the family book, passport, and
identity card issued by the competent authority in the State.
For non-citizens: a copy of the passport, valid residency visa,
and identity card issued by the competent authority in the
State.
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1.3. A copy of certificates proving the necessary qualifications
and experiences required to work on the marine vessel,
according to its type and category, as specified in the manual.
1.4. A copy of certificates demonstrating completion of the
required training courses, according to the type and category
of the marine vessel, as outlined in the manual.

1.5. A copy of the medical fitness certificate issued by medical
entities approved by the Authority, after completing the
requirements specified in the forms available on the electronic
system.

1.6. A copy of the documents and other records specified in

the electronic system.

e The Authority shall review the license application,
ensuring all required documents and certificates are
submitted. It will verify the validity of the educational and
practical qualifications as well as training certificates, in
accordance with the equivalency tables for certificates
and marine licenses provided in the manual.

e If the application fails to meet the conditions, procedures,
or required documents stipulated in this Article, the
Authority shall grant the applicant a period not exceeding
ninety (90) days from the application date to complete the
missing documents and address any observations.
Failure to complete the application within this period will

result in its cancellation.

The Authority may issue a temporary license to operate or
work on a marine vessel for a period not exceeding three (3)
months, subject to the conditions and procedures outlined

above. If the applicant is not a citizen or resident of the State,
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5. Responsibilities and duties of the vessel’s Master. Al g shall el jal 5 4 aall AadLall

Vessels handing and Maneuvering.

3. International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at
Sea.

4. Seamanship techniques and maintenance of the vessel

N o or w N

Maritime safety and emergency procedures.
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1. Proper and safe operation of the vessel's equipment

and machinery.
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Controlling the vessel's speed and determining safe
speeds in accordance with the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea.
Adhering to maritime navigation rules while operating
the vessel.

Correct handling of navigation techniques and
navigational instruments.

Safely handling the vessel’s mooring ropes.
Efficiently and safely berthing the vessel at the dock.
Conducting maneuvers and controlling the vessel
safely and effectively.

Implementing maritime safety and emergency

procedures correctly.

9.1 DMA-MOD-VTO-SF01a, Declaration of Medical
Fitness, Form A.

9.2 DMA-MOD-VTO-SFO01b, Declaration of Medical
Fitness, Form B

9.3 DMA-MOD-VTO-SF01c, Skipper Skills Theoretical
Evaluation Form.

9.4 DMA-MOD-VTO-SF01d, Skipper Skills Practical
Evaluation Form.

9.5 DMA-MOD-VTO-SFO01le, Engine Operator
Evaluation Form.

9.6 DMA-MOD-VTO-SFO01f, Marine Crew Evaluation
Form.

9.7 DMA-MOD-VTO-SF01g, Declaration of Sea-
Service Experience.

9.8 DMA-MOD-VTO-SF01h, Abra Driving Training
Request
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Marine Vessels’ Skipper Licensing — Requirements

Matrixes

Pleasure Marine Vessels’ Skipper Licenses Requirements

Vessel’s Qualifications & : . Minimum Exam &
. Medical Trainings :
Category Experience Age Evaluation
Recognized License/Certificate
(Refer to Annex “A”)
“Pleasure” o
r
Up to 12 ) ) “Form A” N/A 16 Theoretical
Declaration of Sea-Service
Meters .
Experience  (DMA-MOD-VTO-
SF01g”)
Recognized License/Certificate )
“Form A” N/A 18 Theoretical
Refer to Annex “A”
Or
Declaration of Sea-Service
“Pleasure” Experience  (DMA-MOD-VTO-
Up to 24 SF01g) Theoretical
Meters Subject to: “Form A” N/A 18 +
- Owned Vessel Practical
- Availability of DMA Up to 12
Meter License for 12
Months.
. . » - DMA Basic Safety Trainings or Theoretical
Recognized License/Certificate . .
“Form B” Recognized Equivalent. 20 +
(Refer to Annex “A”) . e . .
- Radio Training Certificate. Practical
Or
Declaration of Sea-Service
Experience  (DMA-MOD-VTO-
“Pleasure” ) N )
Ab SF01g) - DMA Basic Safety Trainings or Theoretical
ove
Subiject to: “Form B” Recognized Equivalent. 20 +
24 Meters . - L .
- Owned Vessel - Radio Training Certificate. Practical
- Availability of DMA Up to 24
Meter License for 12
Months.
Note: The License is issued with Limitation of Gross Tonnage in line with the Recognized License/Certificate up to max 500
GT.

Classification: Public
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Commercial Marine Vessels’ Skipper Licenses Requirements

Vessel’s Qualifications & : . Minimum Exam &
. Medical Trainings :
Category Experience Age Evaluation

Recognized License/Certificate

“Form B” N/A 18 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”)
Abras o Theoretical
r
. ) “Form B” N/A 18 &
DMA Abras Practical Evaluation .
Practical

- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or

- DMA Basic Safety Trainings
(provided that previous STCW is

“Commercial” . ) = ) Theoretical
Recognized License/Certificate obtained)
Up to 12 “Form B” N 18 &
(Refer to Annex “A”) In addition to: .
Meters Practical

- Radio Training Certificate.

- Crowd Management Training
(For vessel carries more than 12
passengers)

- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or

- DMA Basic Safety Trainings

(provided that previous STCW is

“Commercial” . ) = ) Theoretical
Recognized License/Certificate obtained)
Up to 24 “Form B” N 20 &
(Refer to Annex “A”) In addition to: .
Meters Practical

- Radio Training Certificate.

- Crowd Management Training
(For vessel carries more than 12
passengers)

- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or

- Valid DMA Basic Safety

Trainings (provided that previous

) ) = ] ) Theoretical
. Recognized License/Certificate . , STCW is obtained)
“Commercial” Form B . 21 &
(Refer to Annex “A”) In addition to: .
Above Practical

- Radio Training Certificate.
24 Meters o
- Crowd Management Training

(For vessel carries more than 12

passengers)

Note: The License is issued with Limitation of Gross Tonnage in line with the Recognized License/Certificate up to max 500
GT.
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Fishing Vessels’ Skipper Licenses Requirements

Qualifications & Minimum Exam &

Vessel’'s

Category Experience
- Hold a "Nokhatha" or "Vice
Nokhatha" card issued by
the Ministry of Climate
N/A N/A N/A N/A
Change and

Environment/Dubai Fishing

Medical Trainings :
Age Evaluation

Fishing Vessel

Cooperative Association

Classification: Public
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Marine Vessels’ Crew Licensing — Requirements

Matrixes

Seaman Licenses Requirements

STCW-BST is obtained)
In addition to:
- Crowd Management Training
(For vessels carrying more than

12 passengers)

Vessel’s Qualifications & : - Minimum Exam &
_ Medical Trainings :
Category Experience Age Evaluation
- Valid STCW Basic Safety
Trainings
Or
- Valid DMA Basic Safety
Trainings (provided that previous )
All Vessels Form B 18 Theoretical

Engine Operator Licenses Requirements

Qualifications & . . Minimum Exam &
Category : Medical Trainings :
Experience Age Evaluation
- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or
- DMA Basic Safety Trainings
Engine ) . B (provided that previous STCW is
Recognized License/Certificate . )
Operator Up to Form B obtained) 20 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) .
KW 750 In addition to:
Crowd Management Training (For
vessels carrying more than 12
passengers)
- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or
- DMA Basic Safety Trainings
Engine . . . (provided that previous STCW is
Recognized License/Certificate . )
Operator Up to Form B obtained) 20 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) .
KW 1500 In addition to:
Crowd Management Training (For
vessels carrying more than 12
passengers)
Classification: Public
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- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or
- DMA Basic Safety Trainings

Engine ) . B (provided that previous STCW is
Recognized License/Certificate ) )
Operator Up to Form B obtained) 20 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) -
KW 3000 In addition to:

Crowd Management Training (For

vessels carrying more than 12

passengers)

- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or

Asst. Engine - DMA Basic Safety Trainings
Operator Up to ) ) B (provided that previous STCW is
Recognized License/Certificate ) )
KW 1500 Form B obtained) 18 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) »
In addition to:

Crowd Management Training (For

vessels carrying more than 12

passengers)

- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or

- DMA Basic Safety Trainings

Asst. Engine ) . B (provided that previous STCW is
Recognized License/Certificate . )
Operator Up to Form B obtained) 18 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) -
KW 3000 In addition to:

Crowd Management Training (For

vessels carrying more than 12

passengers)
- STCW Basic Safety Trainings
Or
- Electrical Engineering - DMA Basic Safety Trainings
. Certificate (provided that previous STCW is
Marine ) )
o Or Form B obtained) 20 Theoretical
Electrician . o .
- Marine Electrician In addition to:
Certificate 111/6 Crowd Management Training (For

vessels carrying more than 12

passengers)
Classification: Public
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Other Licenses Requirements

Qualifications & : . Minimum Exam &
Category _ Medical Trainings :
Experience Age Evaluation
Water-Sports ) ) » DMA Basic Safety Trainings
. Recognized License/Certificate . . . )
Marine Form B First Aid Training 20 Theoretical
(Refer to Annex “A”) . .
Instructor Rescue & Survival Training
L . . . DMA Basic Safety Trainings
Diving Recognized License/Certificate ) . . .
Form B First Aid Training 20 Theoretical
Instructor (Refer to Annex “A”) . .
Rescue & Survival Training
) ) STCW II/2 Form B 25 Theoretical
Marine Pilot _ _ _ _ _
Note: National Marine Pilots to be evaluated on a case by case basis in terms of requirements.
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Annex “A”

List of DMA Recognized Licenses & Certificates

License Category

Skipper License Up To 12 Meters

“Pleasure & Commercial”

National License for the same Category or above (Issued by a Maritime Administration party to the
IMO)

Powerboat Handling 12 issued by governmental authority.

Any STCW COC 11/3 or above (Provided that Date of Expiry doesn’t exceed 10 Years)
RYA Powerboat Level 2

RYA Intermediate powerboat.

RYA Day Skipper Coastal Practical (Sail)*

RYA Yacht master Coastal (Sail)*

IYT Small powerboat & RIB Master.

ISSA Inshore Power Boat Skipper.

UAE FMA at MOEI Powerboat Handling 12.

Other equivalent Licenses & Certificates as deemed appropriate by DMA evaluation.

Skipper License Up To 24 Meters

“Pleasure & Commercial”

National License for the same Category or above (Issued by a Maritime Administration party to the
IMO)

Powerboat Handling 24 issued by governmental authority.

Any STCW COC 11/3 or above (Provided that Date of Expiry doesn’t exceed 10 Years)
RYA Yacht master Coastal (Power)

RYA Day Skipper Coastal Practical (Power)

RYA Advanced powerboat (Day & Night).

IYT International bareboat skipper

IYT Master of Yachts Coastal/Mate 200 Gt

ISSA Offshore Power Yacht Skipper

UAE FMA at MOEI Powerboat Handling 24m.

Other equivalent Licenses & Certificates as deemed appropriate by DMA evaluation.

Skipper License Above 24 Meters
Max (200 GT)

“Pleasure & Commercial”

National License for the same Category or above (Issued by the Maritime Administration party to
the IMO)

Powerboat Handling above 24 issued by other Emirates.

Any STCW COC 11/3 or above (Provided that Date of Expiry doesn’t exceed 10 Years)

IYT Master of Yachts limited 200 GT (Offshore)

IYT Master of Yachts unlimited (Ocean)

RYA Yacht master Ocean up to 200 GT

RYA Yacht master Offshore up to 200 GT

EIMA-Master Near Coastal 200 GT or equivalencies

Sharjah Maritime Academy - Master on Ships Less Than 200 GT in Near-Coastal Voyages (NCV)
Abu Dhabi Maritime Academy - Boatmaster (Master under 200GT in Near Coastal Area)

Major Patron

STCW- 1I/3 OOW

Classification: Public
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Skipper License Above 24 - Any STCW COC 11/3 or above (Provided that Date of Expiry doesn’t exceed 5 Years)
Meters Above (200 GT) Max (500 | - Sharjah Maritime Academy - Master on Ships Less Than 500 GT in Near-Coastal Voyages (NCV)
GT) - Abu Dhabi Maritime Academy - Boatmaster (Master under 500 GT in Near Coastal Area)
“Pleasure & Commercial” - Master on Ships Less Than 500 GT in Near-Coastal Voyages (NCV)
License Category - Engine Operator Licenses Requirements

- STCW- Ill/4

- STCW-IlI/5 AB
Engine Operator Up to KW 750 ’ STCW- ?”/7 . . .

- Graduation certificate in mechanics

Or
Practical experience in the Marine Engineering field for 3 years.

- STCW- lIl/1
Engine Operator Up to KW 1500 - STCW- 1II/3 Or above (Provided that Date of Expiry doesn’t exceed 5 Years)

- Graduation certificate in Marine Engineering (bachelor’s degree)

- STCW- IIl/2
Engine Operator Up to KW 3000 - Graduation certificate in Marine Engineering (bachelor’'s degree) + DMA Experience 1 year

- STCW- lIl/4
Asst. Engine Operator Up to KW ’ STCW-1I5 AB

- STCW- lI/7

1500
- Graduation certificate in mechanics or, Practical experience in the field for 3 years.

- STCW- lil/4
. - STCW- lIl/5 AB
Asst. Engine Operator Up to KW
- STCW- 1Il/7
3000 ) - . . . - . )
- Graduation certificate in mechanics or, Practical experience in the field for 5 years.
Marine Electrician - /6

List of DMA Recognized Licenses & Certificates

License Category - Other Licenses Requirements

. - Up to 12m Driving license. (If vessel is involved in the water sport)
Water-Sports Marine Instructor ) .
- DMA Water-Sports Marine Instructor course or other equivalent
- PADI OW Scuba Instructor Course (IDC)

- PADI IDC Staff Instructor Course

- PADI Open Water Scuba Instructor Course

Diving Instructor

- PADI Instructor Development Course

Classification: Public
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- NAUI Instructor Training Course (ITC)

- PADI Freediving Instructor Course

- SSI Freediving Instructor Course

- SSI Advanced Freediving Instructor Course

- AIDA Instructor Course

- AIDA Master Instructor Course

- AIDA Instructor Trainer Course

- Any other widely recognized certificate (Subject to DMA Approval)
- PADI Dive Master Course

- NAUI Dive Master Course

Dive Master

Classification: Public
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